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September 20, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“The Pursuit of Good”
Shall we pray …
Revelation 7:1-3 “And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.”
Do you realize what we are taking for granted?  God has been extending His mercy by allowing the hours of probation to be stretched out a little longer. But in this extension of God’s mercy, the agents of evil are working for the destruction of God’s people. God wants to seal His servants, but in many cases it is His servants that are making poor choices that are carelessly preventing their own foreheads to be sealed. In many cases the servants of God stumble and fall.

Isaiah 8:15 “And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.” 

But the command is given in the following verse Isaiah 8:16 “Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.” God has a people who are serious about salvation and they will not allow compromise when it comes to God’s law, His righteousness in us and eternal realities.

Psalm 119: 142 “Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth.” God’s objective is to seal the truth in us.
Psalm 19: 7 “The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.” The law of the LORD is what? It is perfect, and what does it do? Converting the soul is what it does in the heart of the sincere seeker of truth. There is a total transformation and a reworking of our spirit, our thoughts, our words and our actions.
God has declared through His servant Paul in Romans 7:12 “Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” 

Last week the sermon was on the pursuit of peace. We had read in Hebrews 2:1 that we are to “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:”

This week the sermon is on the pursuit of good. Paul just told us in Romans 7:12 the law is holy, and the commandment holy, which is important for us to understand, even though most Christians do not consider the law relevant to salvation, completely oblivious to the fact that you cannot attain to a holy character having a disdain for God’s holy Law. 

But look what look what else the law is, “Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” It is impossible to pursue good unless we understand that God’s law is good and necessary to our salvation. We must be faithful, compromise free commandment-keepers for our eternal good.
In the book, Our Father Cares, page 281 paragraph 3, the testimony of Jesus is, “When we are daily under the control of God’s Spirit, we shall be commandment-keeping people. We may show to the world that obedience to God’s commands brings its own reward, even in this life, and in the future life eternal blessedness.” {OFC 281.3}
Jesus addressed the subject of good to the rich young ruler in Matthew 19:17, when first we read his question in verse 16, “And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” He obviously observed something holy about Jesus, something lacking in the religious leaders, because he prefaced his question with Good Master. The fact is that only divinity is good and only divinity can exalt the law of God. Therefore we must be partakers of the divine nature. 

Since everyone at that time thought you earned your way to heaven by your works, the rich young ruler then wanted to know “… what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?”
So Jesus’ answer in verse 17 “And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? [there is] none good but one, [that is], God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” Interestingly put by Jesus. There is none good but God. The young man was standing in the presence of divinity and only recognized a good teacher. Jesus told the young man the very thing that every person must do, who has any hope of eternal life, anyone who has ever accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior, “… but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.”
In our pursuit of good, let us turn to Genesis chapter 1 and verse 4. “And God saw the light, that it was (What?) good:” Verse 9 “And God called the dry [land] Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was (What?) good.” Verse 12 “And the earth brought forth grass, [and] herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed [was] in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was (What?) good.” Verse 18 “And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was (What?) good.” Verse 21 “And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was (What?) good.” Verse 25 “And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was (What?) good.” Verse 31 “And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was (What?) very good.”
There was no evil at creation and therefore in the absence of evil, we have only good. General Dwight David Eisenhower once said, “America is great because America is good. When America ceases to be good, it will cease to be great.”
Goodness is a work only God can accomplish. Jesus said in Matthew 19:17 “And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God:” Since the word of God is able to create good out of nothing, as we have seen in the six day creation week, then we who are these finite erring beings, by refraining from sinning and becoming a partaker of the Divine nature are thereby made capable of good by the word of God .

1 Peter 1:23
“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, …”
2 Corinthians 4:6 “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to [give] the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” God commanded the light to shine out of the darkness into our hearts, because we opened the door to all His goodness..

Psalm 33:6, 9 “By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.  For he spake, and it was [done]; he commanded, and it stood fast.” 

This power of God is not of us, but the power for us to do good is only possible as His power is in us, for we are simple earthen containers where God manifests His power. 2 Corinthians 4:7 “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.”

We shall receive power, but we cannot produce it. Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:” He wants to do this while He is holding back the four winds, for the Excellency of His power is through the Holy Spirit dwelling in us.
A serious warning is given in Ephesians 4:30
, “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” The Holy Spirit is not the seal, but it is the Holy Spirit that seals us. We are not to grieve the Holy Spirit, however that is exactly what is happening when our focus is on the world and we ignore His convicting and urgings. The winds have not been let loose yet, but they will not always be contained.
Luke 13:24-27 “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.  When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are: Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets.  But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.”

Some read this selection without studying it to understand it. It’s saying that when He shuts the door, probation is closed!!! Those who refuse to yield to the power of God in this dwindling time before it’s too late, are the workers of iniquity that He will say depart from Me. They will stand without and  knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us. Who are those saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us? They are the sleeping members of the church, the foolish virgins we studied in: 

Matthew 25:11, 12. “Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.  But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.” But the wise virgins who entered in can say with the Psalmist:
Psalm 16:11 “Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence [is] fulness of joy; at thy right hand [there are] pleasures for evermore.”
The wise virgins made use of the tools lent of the Lord Psalm 119:105
 “Thy word [is] a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”

Proverbs 6:23 “For the commandment [is] a lamp; and the law [is] light; and reproofs of instruction [are] the way of life:”

Psalm 77:13 “Thy way, O God, [is] in the sanctuary”
Romans 8:34 “Who [is] he that condemneth? [It is] Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.”

Revelation 7:3, 4 “Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.  And I heard the number of them which were sealed: [and there were] sealed an hundred [and] forty [and] four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.

There is only one way to serve Him Revelation 7:15 “Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night …” Here and now our thoughts cannot be on the world, but day and night we must serve Him continually. God’s people will be as John described in Revelation 14:4 “These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.” There is only one place that the Lamb can take His servants for complete destruction of self, and that is to Calvary.
Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”  He knocks on the door to our hearts. If we open the door when He knocks, He will come in and sup. He eats and drinks first. Then we, the servants, eat and drink.
Luke 17:7, 8 “But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?  And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?”
What is the meat and drink? 1 Corinthians 11:24, 25 “And when he had given thanks, he brake [it], and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.  After the same manner also [he took] the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink [it], in remembrance of me.”
In John 4:34 “Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” So Jesus has given us the example that we are to follow. He provided the meat and drink. We find the nutrients in the life of Christ and in the fruit of the Spirit.

Matthew 10:38, 39
“And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”  
If we are not willing to totally surrender, we cannot partake. We cannot love the world and Jesus. There is no cross in the world. Love of the world and what the world loves negates a cross. We become self-deceived.
Luke 13:25 “When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are:” 

Now here is the problem:

 Luke 13:26 “Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets.” The Greek word for streets is defined as a wide open square or street, in other words, the broad way. This is where we find most of the Christian world today, on the broad way with all of its Babylonian confusion. God finds it totally unacceptable.
Ezekiel 33:31. “They come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as My people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness." Ezekiel 33:31.

God’s prophet says, “The apostle Paul points out that this will be the special characteristic of those who live just before Christ's second coming. He says, "In the last days perilous times shall come: for men shall be lovers of their own selves; . . . lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof." 2 Timothy 3:1-5.”  {COL 411.1}

I close this message on the pursuit of good with the following testimony of Jesus found in COL 298.2 “Christ hungers to receive from His vineyard the fruit of holiness and unselfishness. He looks for the principles of love and goodness. Not all the beauty of art can bear comparison with the beauty of temper and character to be revealed in those who are Christ's representatives. It is the atmosphere of grace which surrounds the soul of the believer, the Holy Spirit working upon mind and heart, that makes him a savor of life unto life, and enables God to bless his work.”  {COL 298.2}  

COL 299.2 “The Lord desires us to appreciate the great plan of redemption, to realize our high privilege as the children of God, and to walk before Him in obedience, with grateful thanksgiving. He desires us to serve Him in newness of life, with gladness every day. He longs to see gratitude welling up in our hearts because our names are written in the Lamb's book of life, because we may cast all our care upon Him who cares for us. He bids us rejoice because we are the heritage of the Lord, because the righteousness of Christ is the white robe of His saints, because we have the blessed hope of the soon coming of our Saviour.”  {COL 299.2}  

I challenge each one here today to take up your cross and follow Jesus in your pursuit of Good, for there is none good but God.”

Let us pray …

